	Lesson Plan
	Goals of a News Article

	Cycle 1, Level 2


	Inquiry:
	By the end of this lesson, the students will be able to:
Distinguish the difference between fact and opinion when reading and writing a news article. Also, students will read through a newspaper article and identify specific key elements as an exit card.  


	Group Size & Materials
	Individual work for “Putting it in its Place” handout.
Partnered work for “Fact or Opinion” handout.
Individual work for “Fit to Print?” handout. 
Class discussions throughout. 
Materials needed: Smart board for PowerPoint, duo-tangs that are used as students’ reader-writer notebook, class set of “Putting it in its Place” handout, class set of “Fact or Opinion” handout, and class set of “Fit to Print?” handout. 


	Subject Competency: 

#2 Reads and listens to written, spoken, and media texts 

– Draws on discussions with peers to extend, reshape and clarify own responses
– Talks about own responses to a text within a classroom community
– Makes connections between reader, text and context to justify own interpretations
– Assumes an individual voice in the interpretation of texts


	Cross Curricular Competencies:
#1 Uses Information

– Makes connections between what he/she already knows and new information

– Compares his/her new learning with previous learning

#3 Critical Judgment

– Quality of expression of his/her point of view

– Goes back to the facts, verifies their accuracy and puts them in context
– Bases his/her opinion on logical, ethical or aesthetic criteria
– Ability to refine his/her judgment
– Justifies his/her opinion

#7 Achieves his/her potential

– Ability to clearly express his/her perceptions and values
– Autonomy in expressing his/her opinions and choices
– Respects others
– Compares his/her values and perceptions with those of others
– Displays increasing autonomy
#8 Cooperates with others

– Degree of respect for the rules of procedure

– Degree of sensitivity to the needs and characteristics of others

– Participates actively in classroom and school activities with a cooperate attitude
– Exchanges points of view, listens to others and respects different views

Professional Competencies Targeted:
Competency 2: To communicate clearly in the language of instruction, both orally and in writing, using correct grammar, in various contexts related to teaching. 

–  Express herself with the ease, precision, efficiency and accuracy expected by society of a teaching professional.  

Competency 4: To pilot teaching/learning situations that are appropriate to the students concerned and to the subject content with a view to developing the competencies targeted in the programs of study. 

–  Detect teaching/learning problems that arise and use the appropriate resources to remedy them. 
–  Guide students, through appropriate interventions, in carrying out learning tasks; lead the students to work together in cooperation. 

Competency 6: To plan, organize and supervise a class in such a way as to promote students' learning and social development. 

–  Identify and correct organizational problems that hinder the smooth running of the class. 
–  Establish and apply methods that can be used to solve problems with students who exhibit inappropriate behaviours.  
Teaching Skill(s) Targeted: 
–  Effective and clear communication of instructions and guidelines. 
–  Using a varied tone.   

–  Increasing relevance for students in connection to the lesson. 

Differentiation:
–  For my visual learners, I will provide the same instructions/guidelines that are on the handouts on my PowerPoint slides. I will first read the instructions off of the handouts, and I will then keep the instructions on the slides throughout individual, partnered, and group activities.


	Time
	Lesson

	5 minutes
20 minutes
10 minutes
10-15 minutes
15 minutes

15 minutes


	Attendance 
Quick Review of Five Main Elements

“Putting it in its Place” Handout: 

· In pairs, students read through the mixed-up sentences of an article and identify the headline, byline, and sentences of the lead and supporting paragraphs in order to reconstruct the original article. 

· We will then read through the reconstructed article together as a class. 

Goals of a News Article:

· Description of some basic principles of journalism. 

· As a class, we will read a news story, “Nowhere to Go but Up,” and answer 9 basic questions about the article. 

“Fact or Opinion” Handout: 

· Class work. 
· Students read through a list of statements and identify them as fact or opinion.
· They then identify the ‘clues’ that helped them decide. 
· After completing the task, students will compose a list of the kinds of words that are found in opinion statements, and I will write the list on the board.  
“Fit to Print?” Handout (This activity is extra if there is additional time. It is important to complete the Exit Card for this lesson). 
· Partnered work. 
· Students identify statements as being written in a journalistic style, or a narrative style. 
Exit Card:
· Read through an article in a newspaper and write down on loose leaf: 

1) The headline
2) The byline

3) The 5 W’s + 1 H
4) 2-3 Fact statements
5) Any opinion statements?

· Repeat instructions once newspapers are distributed. 



